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National Chung Hsing University Institute of Biomedical Sciences PhD Program Guidelines
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These guidelines are formulated in accordance with the university's "PhD
Program Regulations" and "PhD Degree Examination Rules."
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Admission to the PhD program requires passing the "PhD Program Entrance
Examination," which includes two pathways: recommendation-based admission
and regular examination. Details of the examination subjects and grading
weights shall adhere to the university’s admission announcements.
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After admission, PhD students must secure a faculty advisor from the institute
by the end of their first academic year. Failure to do so will result in mandatory
suspension for one semester. The advisor's appointment must be approved by
the institute director and submitted to the Academic Affairs Office.
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PhD students intending to transfer to another department or degree program
must have completed two years of study in the institute and passed all required
courses (excluding the dissertation). Applications must be submitted before the

sixth semester registration date (excluding semesters on leave) and approved by
the institute affairs meeting.
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PhD students must convene a "PhD Advisory Committee" by the end of their
first academic year to plan their coursework and research progress. The
committee, comprising three to five members, includes the advisor as an
ex-officio member. Other members are selected by the advisor.
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The duration of the PhD program is a minimum of two years and a maximum of
seven years. Students must complete at least 30 credits, including mandatory
and elective courses determined by the PhD Advisory Committee and the
dissertation.
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From the second academic year, PhD students must present annual progress
reports through posters or oral presentations. Attendance by all faculty and PhD
students is mandatory. Details will be announced by the institute.
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PhD students must pass the "PhD Candidate Qualification Examination" to
obtain candidacy. This examination consists of written and oral components,
each with up to two attempts, and must be passed by the end of the third
academic year. Failure to pass will result in dismissal.
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Doctoral students are required to pass the "PhD Candidate Qualification
Examination," which consists of two stages: a written examination and an oral
examination. The details are as follows:
Written Examination
1. Subjects: Doctoral students may choose either Molecular
Cancerology or Molecular Cell Biology as the subject for the written
examination.
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2. Eligibility: Students who have successfully completed and passed the required
courses in the first academic year are eligible to apply for the written
examination.
3. Schedule: The written examination is conducted twice a year, in April and
October.
4. Advancement: Students must pass the written examination to qualify for the
oral examination stage of the PhD Candidate Qualification Examination.
Alternatives for Failing the Written Examination
1. First Failure:
Students who fail the written examination on their first attempt may choose
one of the following options:
= Retake the written examination.
= Submit and defend a research project report on a non-thesis topic. This
report will be reviewed by an ex-officio committee comprising all the
institute's faculty members. The plan must be submitted, presented, and
defended by the specified deadline.
2. Second Failure:
Students who fail the written examination a second time are required to
submit and defend a research project report on a non-thesis topic. This report
will also be reviewed and assessed by the institute's faculty committee,
following the same process and deadline requirements.
Prerequisites for Applying to the Written Examination
Before applying for the written examination, students must complete or apply for
credit waiver for two basic courses required by the institute, earning a total of six
credits. These courses are:
1. Cell Biology (3 credits)
2. Molecular Biology or Biochemistry (3 credits, which may include a 1-credit
experimental course)
Students must submit proof of completion of these courses for review and
approval by the institute before applying for the written examination.
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Students entermg the oral examlnatlon phase of the "PhD Candldate
Qualification Examination" must submit a self-written research proposal. The
proposal must adhere to the formats specified by the National Science Council
or the National Health Research Institutes. Evaluation is conducted by the "Oral
Examination Committee," comprising five members (two to three external),
assembled by the advisor and approved by the institute affairs meeting.
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Students must meet the institute’s English proficiency standards and publish
academic works as the first author with a cumulative SCI impact factor of at
least 5.0 (for graduation within five years) or 3.0 (for graduation after five years)
or have one article ranked in the top 40% in their field. Publications in top
journals (Impact Factor >10) co-authored with others as the first author require
special approval from the institute affairs meeting.
For the English proficiency threshold mentioned in this article - please refer to
our English proficiency comparison table.
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PhD students are required to apply for the "PhD Degree Examination" at least
30 days prior to the intended examination date. During their program, students
must participate in at least one international academic conference and present a
research paper.
The term "international academic conference" in this context refers to
conferences involving participants from at least three countries (including the
host country, excluding Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, and other
regions). Furthermore, the proportion of foreign speakers attending the
conference must constitute no less than one-fourth of the total number of invited
speakers.
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The "PhD Degree Examination Committee" consists of five to nine members,
with at least one-third external members. The advisor is an ex-officio member
but cannot serve as the committee chair. The committee list must be approved
by the institute affairs meeting and appointed by the university president.
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Students must announce the dissertation defense at least one week in advance.
The defense is open to the public, but only committee members may deliberate
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on results. Two-thirds of the committee must attend, including at least one-third
external members, for the examination to proceed.
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Passing the dissertation defense requires a two-thirds majority of the attending
committee. Scores are averaged and submitted to the Academic Affairs Office
after approval by the committee and the institute director.
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Students must submit the "Dissertation Defense Results Notification," six
copies of the dissertation, and an electronic copy for archiving by August 31
(for second-semester submissions) or the start of the second semester (for
first-semester submissions).
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These guidelines take effect after approval by the institute affairs meeting and
the Academic Affairs Office. Amendments follow the same procedure.
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Attachments

1. English Proficiency Requirements Comparison Table
English Proficiency Certification Application Form
Annual Student Progress Checklist
PhD Dissertation Defense Application Checklist
Course Credit Transfer Application Form
Dissertation Defense Published Works Summary
Examination Postponement Application Form
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Comparison table of various test levels equlvalent to the English Examination
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(BULATS) Suite) (1) (2) (D @) | () [ @2) | (1) | 2) | 3) | (1) [ (2) | (1) | (2) 4tk
i ALTE Level | Certificate of Proficiency o2
Superior 5 in English (CPE) 630 267 109 7.5 14+ 990 11 ¢
level Mastery
(90~100 %) Level 5
_ C1
N ALTE Level | Certificate in Advanced $.3 Effective
B & . - .
upscale 4 English (CAE) 315 o B 560 220 83 6.5 — 880 — Operational
(75~89 %) Level 4 - Proficiency
500-599
= First Certificate
. b B ~»=*d | ALTE Level  Enolich B2
t in Englis
e I ¢ 240 | s+ 240 | 330 | 527 | 197 | 71 | 55 | — | 750 | — | Vantage
(FCE)
advanced| (60~74 4) 400-499
Level 3
¢ % |ALTE Level | Preliminary English Test B1
intermedi 2 (PET) 195 S-2 170 230 180 240 457 137 47 4.0 — 550 — Threshold
ate | (40-59 &) Level 2 300-399
i ALTE Level Key English Test A2
A
primary 1 (KET) 150 S-1+ 130 170 — 390 90 29 3.0 — 350 — Waystage
(20~39 &) Level 1 200-299
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LR Bl
lnte;ff::dm — — — — — — — 500 | 173 61 5.0 - 600 — Threshold
advanced 300-399
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National Chung Hsing University Institute of Biomedical Sciences "English Proficiency Graduation Standard Test" application and verification form
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test name
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L& | Intermediate and advanced 500(})§ir3ts 173 <p§i13ts 61 <pf>ir3ts Lesef 5>.0 600<p§ir3ts Equivalent to the Nafifmal English
pass (including preliminary (inclusive) and (inclusive)and (inclusive)and (inclusive)and (inclusive)and Proficiency Grading Test
standard examination and Intermediate and advanced
re-examination) above above above above above preliminary examination (inclusive)
or above
. _______________________________________________|
& w)level
g or
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. &7 p R
I:I:) I Year Month Day Score :
) ' Year Month Day (F/=H=_ . 0id i pass
Morning or afternoon  : 0% i i Not passed
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I:IZ). - R Year Month  Day Score :
) Year  Month Day (/== Oif i pass
Morning or afternoon 0% i i Not passed
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Seal of the department head (director)
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% Our English proficiency graduation standards threshold: 1. English comparison table attached by the Institute.
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2. Two oral discussion reports will be given in English. (Those who have failed the English proficiency test for at least five times will be required to make two oral presentations in English at the office meeting)
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Annual Self-Inspection Checklist for PhD Students at the Institute of Biomedical Sciences
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Applicant student: (student number:
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1. Minimum years of study: 2 years

2.Maximum years of study: 7 years (excluding 2 years of
leave)
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Minimum total number of credits required for
graduation
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General Students: 30 credits (12 required credits, 6
elective credits, and 12 thesis credits).

Master’s to PhD Direct Admission Students: 42 credits
(12 required credits, 18 elective credits, and 12 thesis
credits)
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Compulsory and Elective Courses (Including
Credits)
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Refer to the graduation requirements table of the current
academic year.

Credits for the same course passed multiple times will
only be counted once.

Failing a required course necessitates retaking it, and all

required courses must be completed to graduate.
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Supplementary Basic Courses (Not Counted
Towards Graduation Credits)6 credits total:
1. Cell Biology: 3 credits.

2. Molecular Biology (or Biochemistry): 3

credits (may include a 1-credit laboratory course).
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Complete these courses before applying for the written
qualification examination. Submit a transcript with the
"Basic Course Exemption Comparison Table for Doctoral
Students" from the institute’s website for review by the
Institute Affairs Meeting.
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PhD Candidate Qualification Examination
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Complete the written and oral qualification examinations
by the end of the third academic year.
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Academic Ethics Educatlon Certificate
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Beginning with students admitted in the 105th academic
year.

Obtain the Academic Ethics Education Certificate before
applying for the thesis examination. This can be achieved
through self-study on the Taiwan Academic Ethics
Education Resource Center website and passing the
comprehensive test.




S RSEYE G AN ¢
Documents for Participation in International
Conferences
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According to Article 11 of the PhD Program Guidelines:
Students admitted in the 2014/2015 academic year
onwards must keep records of international conference
participation during their study period.

AR AR
English Proficiency Certification
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According to Article 10 of the PhD Program Guidelines
and the English Proficiency Standards Comparison Table:
1. Relevant examination certificates and documents

2. "English proficiency graduation standard test" checklist
(download from our website)
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Documentation of Published or Accepted Works
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3~ 3 & ¢ A H T e Letter of Decision

Submit the following:

1. A complete list of published works (downloadable
from the institute’s website).

2. Reprints of each work and an IF ranking table.

3. Letters of Decision for works accepted by journals.
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Confirmation of Graduation Requirements
Compliance
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1. I have thoroughly reviewed and cross-checked the
graduation requirements table of my admission year.
2. Thave thoroughly read and understood the PhD
Program Guidelines.

Lo R
Progress Reports
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I have thoroughly read and understood the reference
materials for progress reports provided by the institute.
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Academic Year

#PF @ & o Self-Inspection Progress Confirmation by
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Item/Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year 6th Year 7th Year
- 1
= 1
= I
r IV
E"
= VI
- VI
A VIII
1 IX
+ X
+ - XI
& rrd?
p )
Signatures
(Include _ & i p £ 1 5 £ 1 £ 1 5 £ 1 £ 1 5
Date): __Year __ Month __ Day __Year __Month __ Day __Year __Month __Day __Year __Month __ Day _ Year _ Month __ Day _ Year __ Month __ Day
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Checklist for Ph.D. Students in the Institute of Biomedical Sciences to Apply for Ph.D.
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Dissertation Defense

9 3F
Check

e E%‘%‘f 4 Applicant Name - (5 %L Student ID: )
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project Precautions
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Please download the "Doctoral Dissertation Oral Examination Notes" from the Institute of
Biomedical Sciences website, and attach relevant written materials item by item according to the
content and return them to the Institutes office within the specified time.
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Copy of Ph.D. Qualification Examination
Application

N
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Complete the qualification exam before the
end of the third year of the Ph.D. program.
Submit a copy of the qualification application

before applying for the dissertation defense.

Bl YR FE 24 R L H
Ph.D. Dissertation Defense Application and

Committee Member List

R RN
Submit the electronic file to the designated
email address of the institute.
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Transcript for All Semesters (Dissertation
Defense Review Form)

FEEE T FPHAe A e Y 3
Notify the institute ofﬁce during the semester
you plan to defend your dissertation for
assistance with application submission.

AT R EG R ERRE R
[EIE IRt

Verification of Graduation Requirements for
the Enrolled Academic Year
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Cross-check all graduation requirement details.
(A separate checklist can be downloaded.)
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Copy of the Basic Subject Credit Exemption
Table

,j__l_, A

FOT R R S iR
p

Submit the credit exemption request after
completing the required coursework and
include it with your defense application.

R A
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3~ 3 4 ¢ A B e Letter of Decision

Published or Accepted Works

1 ~ List of published works (downloadable from

the institute website).

2 ~ Reprints of each publication and an IF

ranking table.

3 ~ Letters of Decision for works accepted by

journals.

WA A F
i i
Submit the electronic version of the published
works list to the designated email address.

epg- FELLIHEF A
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Participation in International Conferences

1035 & g » g 4 B
Applicable to students admitted from the 2014
academic year onward.
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2~ REE R B
Proof of English Proficiency
1 ~ "English Proficiency Graduation
Requirement Checklist" (downloadable from
the institute website).
2 ~ Relevant certificates and documents.

FRTEea RERRER T A F T
A

Submit the electronic version of the checklist
to the designated email address.
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Applicable to students admitted from the 2016
academic year onward.

1~ FiiE IR P
Proof of Passing Academic Ethics Examination

N LAY

B R g
BRI Must meet the required frequency set by the

Progress Report of Dissertation

institute.
-~ HB G FRFTHR ke AR MR
Other Supporting Materials for Review Attach any relevant supporting documents.
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I hereby confirm that the submitted documents for the Ph.D. dissertation defense review are prepared and
attached as per the checklist above.

Wi A & % Signature of Checker : P # Date:
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Credit Recognition Form for Pre-required Courses for Doctoral Students at the Graduate Institute of Biomedical Sciences
National Chung Hsing University.Academic Year ___ > Semester

dpHi__&_ 1 p
Application Date: ~ (Year) (Month) (Day)

C P TR ©) 3L
Student ID Name Advising Professor (Signature) Contact Phone Number
i3 AAF P BEIRLZAP A (#7) 315
Required Foundation Courses Courses Proposed for Recognition Department/Institute Review
BB & 4 B FEC TR R A ] wER | 3§ | B4 RN
Course Name credits | School department of courses taken Course Name Required elective | score | credits Review comments
ofF AABEF | 02 R LB
me 4 8 3 agree disagree
Cell Biology oFRABE | oA RALR
agree disagree
3L 2 u
PEEE T {CER Y 3 OF L iBeft | 07 B L
= . = _agree disagree
Molecular Biology (or 3 . T S F2i0
Biochemistry) o &L 23%F | O R LB
agree disagree
P . ; , R EAI R S S
3 Al : 1, Ao L —
T2 40 2 4 L% I EEI o S L B oo Courses Approved for
Required Courses: . . L o
: . Proposed Courses for Recognition: _ courses, totaling credits. Recognition after Initial
2 courses, totaling 6 credits. — Review:
eview: courses.

%2 (#1k) %% Signature of Department Head (or Institute Director) :
%3:xi A Comments : O & & 12 Agree 0% F & #% 18 Disagree oH & Other :

o=
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SN2 BEALHT AL P D CHREGPIFERAS IS E AN RN TR
. According to Item 7 of the graduation requirements for doctoral students admltted in the academic year, the designated foundational courses to be
completed include a total of six credits.
. This application must be submitted before the end of the third academic year of doctoral studies.
. Starting from the 2023 academic year, all courses proposed for recognition must be accompanied by relevant course content or syllabus from the current

or recent academic years.
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Application for Doctoral Program Admission in the Academic Year __ List of Publications for Dissertation Defense
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(Please adjust the rows and columns as needed.)
¢ Please attach the hard copy of each work, the IF ranking list, and the Letter of Decision accepted by the journal in order.
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% This form is for use only in applying for thesis defense in the Institute of Biomedical Sciences.
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Institute of Biomedical Sciences Doctoral Program
Application Form for Postponement of Student Examination
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Note: The applicant must submit this application form to the institutes office for processing after obtaining
the signature and approval of their advisor.
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